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BE: Invitation for Tribgl Consulistion
Prear President Akelkok:

EPA sent an announcement fo vour tribal government on February 7%, 2011 regarding the
Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment. This letter s in regards to the specific opportunities for vour

fribal governmaent o participate in this sclentific assessment.

The purpose of this inquiry Is o gather scientific and technical information and data on
the potential environmental impacts o the watershed of Bristol Bay (Nushagak/Mulchatna,and
Kvichak watersheds) snd to inform EPA s decision on the need for profections under Section
4042} of the Clean Water Aot {UWAY, EPA ntends to work with federal, tribal and state
sovernrnents in reviewing the data and analvieing the imformation. EPA will also share the
information with the mﬁmu and seek input before deciding whether to Initiste an advanced action
wndder 404{0) or to take other appropriste action,

There are three primary opportunities for vour tribal government o participste: first,
through Government-to-Government Consultation; second, through the public involvement
processes; and, third, through the Intergevernental Technical Review Team. Those

opportunities are further explained below,

EPA invites vour tribal

government to request Tribal Consultation, I vour tribal
ermanent would like o ;

vibal Consultation please respond by Mareh 31%, 2001 Tami
Fordharm, Alaska Resoy £l L and Westley Foster, Alasks Tribal
¢ pordinator, will work with the mb& ;fs ernments who request consultation o put together the
Governmentio-Goverpment Consuliation Plan, Please subinit the attached response form and
any fribal government consultation protocol documents to Tami Fordbam, her contact
information is included in the aiteched Tribal Consultation Questionnaire document.

The public invelvement process 15 snother opportunity for vour tribal government and

comi Eiiftiz}i‘ 10 pm mg‘s FH m ’dm Watershed Assessment.  EPA anticipates holding public
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i addition to the Government-o-Government Consuliation and pubdic nvolvement
provess, EPA will hold two meetings with Tribal, Brate and Pederal government experts, Al
these meetings, the experts will review and ;}fw.é&. technical comments o BPA on the pre-
pubilic dealt of the Watershed Assessment. These meetings will Bkely be in Anchorage in

ApriliMay to review an outhine of the drafl document, and then sgain in late summerearly fall
review a final dratt of the document prior to peer review. EPA will coordinate, as needed, with

this group of experts llowing the public information s is hopng that the tribal
governments inferested in participating will work together to dentify 3 representatives
participate on this team.

EPA recognizes that the iribal governments have been collecting dats in the Bristol Bay
region and have expertise relsted to Traditional Knowledge, subsistence and cultuwral information
that may help shape the information that is included in the Watershed Assessment. I your tribal
government has any technical data that vou feel is pertinent fo this Watershed Assessment s’%ﬁ:;:‘ms;iz
subinit it fo the Sentor Management Lead, Rick Parkin, his address and contact information
included below. The scope allowed for owr watershed assessment under the Ulean Water "m i
narrow. We will be evaluating the potential for large seale development © have “unacceptable
adverse effects on municipal water «mygs}%m shelifish and fishery areas, wildlife or recrentional
areas” We mitivipate fisheries t© be our primary concern and seek information specifically in
this aren, EPA wauld Hike to receive any data no later than Mareh 31%, 2011,

There will be g wleconference on Mareh ’i"“’ﬁ‘ 1L oat w0AM Alnsks Thae o disguss
the variogs np;mria.zmm for tnbal sovernments to be mw fved in the watershed assessment, The
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Flook forward to working with your tribal government during this asses
sstions or concerns please contact Rick Parkin st 206-55. a»%"s“’»’f ay
auoy. Riek’s mailing address ts 1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900, BTY
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